CUBA

DECEMBER 2022 SMALL GROUP TOUR

NEW YEARS IN CUBA
Ker & Downey is excited to announce our Cuba Small Group Tour.
Beginning on December 27, 2022, this five-night tour invites a group
of 6 to 12 travelers on a New Year’s Eve art and music celebration with
Cuba’s people. Experience small group travel like never before — the
Ker & Downey way.
Your accommodations will be in a Junior Suite at La Reserva, one of
Havana’s best private boutique accommodations. A freshly renovated
colonial mansion, this this 11-room B&B feels like your best friend’s
home if your best friend had impeccable style and a penchant for
contemporary art.
Each day of this Cuba Small Group Tour has been filled to the brim
with activities and experiences that support the Cuban people.
Meet with small business owners and local families to learn about lives
of the Cuban people in a very personal way.
Dive into Cuba’s impressive art scene with a private tour of Bellas
Artes, Havana’s fine arts museum, and visits with local artists. Also
explore Fusterlandia and soak in the art and music of the famed
Fabrica de Arte Cubano.
The music continues as you have an opportunity to meet with a local
musician and experience the power of the rhythmic percussion-based
group Habana Compas Dance.
Of course, there is also time for a few quintessential Cuban highlights:
a panoramic tour of Havana in a vintage convertible, a day trip to
Viñales Valley to learn about the cigar process, and a private guided
tour through La Habana Vieja (Old Havana).
Finally, cap it all off with a memorable New Year’s Eve celebration that
involves a rum and cocktails tasting with an expert mixologist, a salsa
dancing lesson with professional salsa instructors, and an exhilarating
soiree with the Cuban people!
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YOUR ITINERARY
Day 1 – Dec 27
Arrive Havana
La Reserva Vedado
Welcome to Cuba! A Ker & Downey representative will meet you just outside the
arrivals hall at Jose Martí International Airport in Havana. If you arrive prior to 2
PM, lunch at a nearby paladar (privately owned restaurant) is included.
Depending on each person’s arrival time, the transfer will be either group or
individually operated to ensure speedy departure from the airport.
Check into your accommodations for five nights in Havana. Take some time this
afternoon to settle in and catch your breath after a busy day traveling.
Your guide hosts you this evening for a visit to the iconic Hotel Nacional, followed
by a welcome dinner at a traditional Cuban paladar. They will go over the tour
program ahead, talk about traveling in Cuba, and answer any burning questions
you might have about life on the island.
Day 2 – Dec 28
Havana
La Reserva Vedado
Today is dedicated to the timelessness of Havana and the Cuban people.
Classic cars have become a symbol of Cuba’s culture. This morning, breathe in
the fresh seaside air during a stylish panoramic tour of Havana in a vintage
convertible, while taking in the highlights and people of the city. Your ride ends
in the Parque Central and Capitol area, from where you will venture deepest into
the past five centuries.
Your guide is an expert on the history, architecture, and romance of La Habana
Vieja (Old Havana). Its location, port, and reputation for being a wealthy city
have made it a coveted jewel by the British, Spanish, and Americans for centuries.
Explore all four of the key plazas during your walking tour, for a glimpse of its
rich heritage.

Lunch today is included in one of our favorite paladares in Old Havana.
After lunch, meet local business owners (cuentapropistas) and learn more about
how the tide of entrepreneurship has ebbed and flowed over the past ten years.
There is also time to explore Cuba’s largest outdoor art market, Almacenes de San
Jose. There are many inexpensive options to take home for gifts or to adorn your
walls. Your guide will be nearby to assist with questions about purchases and
exporting Cuban art.
Our team has arranged an encounter with an accomplished musician before
dinner tonight. This is a great opportunity to enjoy authentic music and learn
about the life of an award-winning Cuban artist in a very personal way.
Dinner this evening is a very special treat. A local family invites you into their
home to learn more about the real life of a Cuban and connect in the best way
possible, over a meal.
Day 3 – Dec 29
Havana
La Reserva Vedado
Art is everywhere in Havana. Bellas Artes, Havana’s fine arts museum, is a
uniquely curated collection of Cuban art. It is organized into a timeline, pre
and post-revolutionary. Your private art specialist will bring the story of Cuba’s
history to life through the museum’s fascinating and unexpected exhibits.
Fast forward to Havana’s art scene today as we visit a contemporary artist’s
studio with time to meet the painter and learn more about the new challenges
facing Cuban artists under Cuba’s controlling government.
A light lunch is included today en route to the iconic Habana Compas Dance.
Their rhythmic percussion-based sounds and energetic choreography are
emblematic of the Cuban people’s love of music and dance. This describes
Habana Compas Dance but cannot prepare you for the emotional connections
they create with each guest. This is truly a highlight for many travelers.
Next, a muralist who is passionate about adorning the walls of his town with the
faces of children invites the group into his life to learn more about his passion for
art, family and Cuba. Maisel, the artist, greatly appreciates any donations of

acrylic paints he gets, especially blacks and whites, because they are hard to come
by in Cuba.
Continue to Fusterlandia, an artfully transformed neighborhood in Jaimanitas,
home to the “Picasso of Cuba”. Fuster’s obsession with mosaics has created an
environment akin to stepping into an abstract painting.
Dinner tonight is reserved for 8PM at Tierra, inside of the famed Fabrica de Arte
Cubano, and is payable directly. The menu features dishes from all over the Latin
world.
Following dinner, it’s time to explore the amazing amalgamation of art, music,
dancing, and local meeting place known as Fabrica de Arte Cubano. Entrance fee
is included. Drinks are at your discretion. Your guide and driver are available
until 12 AM this evening for your convenience. *Please keep in mind that
tomorrow is a 7:00am departure for Viñales, but you can also sleep on the bus.
Day 4 – Dec 30
Havana
La Reserva Vedado
Today we take a day trip to Viñales Valley, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Your
day begins at 7:00AM to ensure we get to Viñales Valley by 10am. The area has
been deemed a UNESCO World Heritage Site because of its stunning beauty.
There simply is not any landscape similar to the valley anywhere in our
hemisphere. Revel in the views from a famous lookout before meeting a local
farmer.
Visit a tobacco farm and meet the tabacaleros (tobacco growers). Learn about the
cigar process from its beginning, and the interesting relationship between
growers and their only, common buyer: the Cuban government.
Lunch is included today at a local farm serving a traditional Cuban country meal
with ingredients right from their organic farm.
After lunch, take a brief walking tour of Viñales to learn more about rural town
life in Cuba as you encounter locals and explore a bodega (ration book store).
Then, head back to Havana with a fresh perspective on rural life in Cuba.
Dinner this evening is on your own but we recommend eating at La Reserva
following a busy day.

Day 5 – Dec 31
Havana
La Reserva Vedado
Celebrate New Year’s Eve in Havana!
This morning starts with a cycling adventure through the less visited
neighborhood of Centro Habana. Our team of local experts have arranged stops
along the route to learn how the average Cuban lives and works in this
misunderstood country. December 31 is the perfect day to see locals preparing for
their biggest celebration of the year!
Lunch is included today in a trendy Centro Habana paladar giving everyone time
to reflect on the fascinating history and complex socio-economic challenges that
face the island.
Rum and cocktails are an intrinsic part of Cuba’s heritage. Mojitos and daiquiris
were born in the island and their legendary flavors and recipes continue to be
perfected and enhanced by Havana’s top mixologists. A professional barman will
share the secrets to making the island’s most famous blends during a cocktail
lesson.
After a few mojitos, you are likely ready to move your feet to the salsa beats in
preparation for a grand New Year’s Eve celebration. Professional salsa instructors
will have you dancing like a local in no time!
Take time to rest and gather your energy ahead of the exhilarating soiree planned
for tonight. And… the time has come to join locals and visitors alike to celebrate
the arrival of 2023, a lo cubano! - the Cuban Way! Your New Year’s Eve
celebration includes dinner and event tickets.

Day 6 – Jan 1
Depart Havana
Your morning is at leisure today. Our team will arrange your transfer pick-up
time for 3 hours prior to your flights’ departure.
* We strongly recommend against eating anything at the Havana airport, for your
safety. Keep in mind, Cuban pesos cannot be exchanged back into hard currency,
so use them prior to arriving at the airport if you have any. If you decide to
purchase anything at the airport, bear in mind that they only sell goods in CAD or
Euro and give change in Cuban pesos (interesting, right?). The best way to
prepare for this it to have the exact amount in either of those two currencies.
END OF JOURNEY

LUXURY SMALL GROUP TOURS WITH KER & DOWNEY
Read more about Ker & Downey’s Small Group Tours.
Our passion for excellence ensures every journey will be seamless and worry-free,
enabling the traveler to discover, be inspired, and come to know the culture of a
destination. We work with only the most responsible and ethical partners so that
the only thing changed by your visit is the way you see the world. To inquire or
confirm your spot, please click here.

NEXT STEPS
To Confirm Your Spot:
1. REVIEW YOUR SMALL GROUP DEPARTURE ITINERARY

Discuss any questions you have with your dedicated tour
manager.
2. REVIEW OUR TERMS & CONDITIONS

Click here to review our Small Group Tour Terms &
Conditions.
3. SECURE YOUR SPOT

Contact us to secure your spot and make your 25% advance
payment.
3. EXPERIENCE THE WORLD IN A NEW WAY

We will continue to keep you informed every step of the way.
It really is that simple! For more than 25 years, Ker & Downey has
been helping people enjoy the world on a deeper level. While travel
can feel uncertain right now, we invite you to explore confidently
again with Ker & Downey’s small group tours.

